Prisoners of War 

The governments of Indonesia, the Philippines and PNG, like all governments, will 
imprison their dissidents when they consider it necessary. Supporting these prisoners is 
an essential and ongoing activity, as it is with radical prisoners elsewhere in the world. It is 
also an effective activity, as we have heard from prisoners repeatedly over the years. 
Prisoner support work takes several forms. As well as raising money to provide prisoners 
with food, medicine and so on, it most often involves lobbying the authorities and writing to 
the prisoners themselves. For example, when we hear news of prisoners being tortured or 
mistreated we put a call out on the SSP email list to phone the prison authorities. This 
simple, quick and cheap action has been surprisingly effective in the past, on one 
occasion even playing a role in enabling a prisoner to escape. 

Writing directly to the prisoners is also a very worthwhile thing to do. Receiving a letter or 
card from an unknown supporter, possibly on the other side of the world, can really boost 
the morale of someone in what can be an incredibly depressing situation. 

The four most recent prisoners are listed below. On 17/12/04, four people were 

imprisoned, accused of attacking a polling 
booth and killing a police officer during the 
2004 Presidential elections. They are: 
Januarys Basik-Basik (sentenced to 20yrs), 
David Haliwa Balagaize (20 yrs), 

Hendrikus Way Yolmen (10 yrs) and 
Longgimus Basik-Basik (15 yrs). Write to 
them at: Lembaga Pemasyarakatan 
Merauke, Jl. Ermasu No 18, Merauke, 
Papua, Indonesia. 

For updates, subscribe to the SSP email 
list via the website. For information on West 
Papuan prisoners, see 
www.westpapua.news, or contact 
Koteka_Prisoner_Support@westpapua.net 



Merchandise 

Just Leave Us Alone - A Papuan tribesman gives his views on the problems of the West 
and the four main enemies of tribal people, amongst other things.. Currently only 
available (in English) in PDF format from our website, this should be available in book 
form by January 2006. Available in Italian from info@westpapualibera.it 
Paw a Na Pipel - pamphlet - an interview with a Melanesian activist in PNG. Good 
background on struggles in that country as well as discussion of the resistance in West 
Papua and Bougainville. Price: £1.00 

From Mactan to the Mining Act - Pamphlet written by a Western activist who spent 4 
months visiting communities of resistance in the Philippines. Good background and 
analysis of various struggles. Price donation. 

The Coconut Revolution - An incredible documentary about the resistance/revolution on 
Bougainville, filmed on the island during the war.Soon available on CD. 

Freedom for West Papua - A short film about the OPM, their guerrilla war and the 
background to it. Soon available on CD. 

All available from Re-Pressed, 145-149 Cardigan Road, Leeds, LS61LJ, England. 
Re-pressed@riseup.net 

The above pamphlets plus the West Papua Action Update issues 1 and 2 and SSP 
Newsletter issues 1 and 2 are available in PDF form from the resources page of our 
website - www.eco-action.org/ssp/resources. 


General Enquiries 

c/o SDEF!, 

Prior House, 

6 Tilbury Place, 

Brighton, 

E. Sussex, 

BN2 2GY, UK 
ssp@eco-action.org 

SSP Local Groups 
Brighton: As above 
Leeds: leedsssp@riseup.net 
Norwich:c/o norfolkef@yahoo.co.uk 
07944 874393 


Contacts 

USA: solidaritysp@lycos.com 
c/o Daybreak, Po Box 14007, Minneapolis, 
MN 55414 

New Orleans wpsolidarity@yahoo.com 

Italy: www.westpapua.libera.it. 
info@westpapualibera.it 

Merchandise 

Re-Pressed, 

145-149 Cardigan Road, 

Leeds, 

LS6 1LJ, 

England. 

re-pressed@riseup.net 


WHAT YOU CAN DO . 

Direct Cash Aid 

One of the most useful things you can 
do. It is easy to raise some money and a 
few pounds from here go a long way 
over there. Organise benefit gigs or 
lunches, fundraising stalls, put us in 
contact with potential donors or simply 
donate to one of our direct aid funds. 

We are currently raising money for the 
following projects: 

Medical aid to West Papua. 

Provide anarchist / ecological literature 
to aid the setting up of info shops in 
Papua New Guinea. This work is crucial 
as in many of these areas the only 
written material available is the Bible. 
Cash support for prisoners 
Fundraising for "Watch Papua" to help 
them print books. Future publications 
include DeMMaK (the Koteka Tribal 
Assembly)'s concept of "Tribal 
Democracy". 

Funding to help a few Papuan activists 
abroad with travel and communication 
costs. 

Harassing the Attackers 

Genocide and ecocide in the Pacific is 
rooted in the global industrial system. 
Britain is the base for many of the 
organisations responsible. Make sure to 
tell us of any demonstrations you carry 
out - we will pass it on to the Pacific 
peoples concerned. News of even small 
actions can really raise the spirits. While 
Pacific struggles will be won or lost by 
the strength of peoples there, timely, 
targeted action here, both against 
proposed developments and as a 
reaction to repression, can have a real 
effect. 

Publicise the Struggles 

If you edit a 'zine, newsletter, journal or 
the like, put in an article about the 
Pacific. Given notice we can write one 
for you. 

Put on a film night, host a talk or 
discussion, put on an exhibition. We can 
provide information, speakers and 
resources. 

Supporting Prisoners 

See Prisoners of War section. 


Other Useful Contacts 

www.westpapua.net 

Koteka_Prisoner_Support@westpapua.net 
(West Papua prisoner support contact) 
DeMMaK (West Papuan Tribal Assembly): 

demmak@melanesiannews.org 
AMP (Papuan Student Alliance): 

amp-international@yahoo.co.uk 


Subscribe to the SSP email list: on 
our website: 

www.eco-action.org/ssp 
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Repression and Resistance in West Papua 


Indonesian Election Boycotts 

During the spring and summer of 2004 Indonesia had its first 
democratic elections. Hailed in the media as a triumph for 
democracy, they were taken by many in West Papua as an 
opportunity for resistance and rebellion. The April parliamentary 
elections were confounded when almost the entire indigenous 
population refused to vote. Spurred on by this, and faced with a 
choice of murderous ex-army generals for the July presidential 
elections, West Papuans upped the stakes by burning polling 
stations and even sinking a boat carrying ballot papers to one 
coastal town. Both occasions saw solidarity actions at 
Indonesian consulates around the world. (See next page) 

The Papuan’s refusal to vote was an expression of their desire 
for freedom from decades of colonialism, environmental 
destruction and murder. They were right not to fall for the 
politicians’ promises of “reform” and “human rights” - since the 
inauguration of the new president Yudhoyono the Indonesian 
military have carried out a campaign of terror across the 
highlands and crushed protest in the cities. 

Attacks and Repression 

In mid October five Indonesian construction workers were killed 
and government schools and administration buildings were 
torched in the highland town of Mulia. It has been reported that 
the attack was carried out by local OPM (Free Papua Movement) 

warriors although some 
locals are suspicious of 
this. In revenge the 
Indonesian military 
attacked people and 
homes in the 
surrounding area, 
destroying food 
gardens and driving 
thousands of people 
into the forests. The 
military then proceeded 
to control the area 
stopping people from 
returning to their 
villages and preventing 
aid from reaching the 
internally displaced 
refugees. Faced with a 
lack of food and shelter 
at least 15 people had 
died from starvation 
and exposure by mid 
November. 

Against this huge state 
assault the tribes have 
shown their instincts for 
both flight and fight. In 
mid November after 
much of the population 
had fled into the forest, 
a government convoy 
on the way to the area 
was ambushed. One 
policeman was killed 


and 12 officials, police and local media were injured. According 
to Associated Press; “about 100 insurgents from the Free Papua 
Movement ambushed the group...local military commander Maj. 
Gen. Nurdin Zainal told El-Shinta radio. ‘Rebels attacked the 
officials with axes, swords and arrows and then ran off into the 
jungle.’" 

Throughout this year the Indonesian military has continued its 
campaign of destroying villages and forcing people into the 
forests across the Puncak Jaya mountain range. Many more 
people died and were beaten and tortured. The state repression 
culminated in an attack on the village of Pyramid, near the large 
town of Wamena in July 2005. Villagers were shot dead, slashed 
with knives and burnt alive. 

Mass Demonstrations for Freedom for West Papua 

Not to be defeated, the 12 th August 2005 saw one of the biggest 
ever mass demonstrations across West Papua. Outraged with 
the violence they had seen over the last year and infuriated with 
Jakarta’s botched attempts to give more autonomy to West 
Papua, more than 15,000 people marched 25 miles and invaded 
the provincial parliament in Jayapura. Joined by thousands more 
in towns across Papua, these protests are a confirmation of the 
Papuans’ continued resistance and desire for freedom. 



Army Open Fire on Flag Raising 

In December 2004, police opened fire on a flag raising ceremony 
in Jayapura wounding 18 people. The first of December is 
marked by many Papuans as an independence day when they 
raise the national ‘Morning Star’ flag. Recent autonomy laws 
theoretically allow people the freedom to fly the flag, but the 
shootings tell a different story. Two organisers, Philip Karma and 
Yusak Pakage were arrested and subsequently went on hunger 
strike. They have been sentenced to 10 and 15 years 
imprisonment respectively. 

As the West Papua Action Update noted back in 2000 when a 
similar incident occurred: 'Opinion on the flag issue is divided 
within the OPM; some see the defence of the flag as an 
important symbol of aspiration, others as a senseless waste of 
Papuan lives'. 


What is Solidarity South Pacific? 

Throughout the Pacific Rim wild nature 
and wild culture are under attack. 

Loggers tear down the forests, mining 
corporations rip open chasms in the earth, 
free tribal societies are either exterminated 
or assimilated. In this century, over half of 
the earth's diverse forms of life are facing 
extinction - these are critical times. 

Against the death culture, rebellion grows. 
The victorious eco-insurrection in 
Bougainville and the strengthening 
resistance in Papua are just two examples. 
For over ten years the British radical 
ecological movement has taken inspiration 
from Pacific struggles and in return carried 
out sporadic solidarity actions against 
companies and embassies. In the middle 
of 2002 some of us behind these actions 
decided we needed to consolidate to make 
sure we can give more consistent support 
to struggling wild peoples in this region, so 
the SSP network was formed. 

Our work has centred primarily around 
West Papua, The Philippines and 
Bougainville. We are currently involved 
mainly in supporting the West Papuan 
tribal resistance. We carry out solidarity 
actions here, support those imprisoned for 
their resistance, raise money to send as 
direct aid and produce publications 
bringing the voices of the rebels to the 
West. 

At the beginning of the 21 st century we all 
have to choose sides. Do we remain on 
the side of industrial civilisation, or do we 
stand with wild cultures and radical social 
movements, in defence of the living earth? 


Against the death culture , rebellion grows 
www.eco-action.org/ssp 


















BHP Mining Threat 

British-Australian mining firm BHP Billiton 
Ltd. (BHP) is still considering development 
of a open-pit nickel mine at Gag Island in 
West Papua. This comes following a decree 
signed by former President Megawati which 
declared that mining contracts, signed for 
areas designated as protected national 
forests, would be allowed to proceed, 
despite a 1999 forestry law banning mining 
in those areas. Dumping of tailings from the 
project and other activities associated with 
the massive excavations would threaten 
one of the worlds most important coral 
reefs. 

Nature Fights Back 

Russell Harris, a BHP Biliton Ltd executive 
engineer, was killed by a huge saltwater 
crocodile as he snorkelled off a remote 
Australian beach last month. 



Solidarity Actions 

Global Demonstrations - Following the refusal of almost all indigenous West 
Papuans to vote in the Indonesian elections, demonstrations were held in London, 
Sydney, the Hague and Washington DC. In London, in April and again in July, ex¬ 
patriots had to go to the Indonesian embassy to place their votes - activists got 
there first and the voters were given leaflets informing them of the boycott. 

Banners proclaimed “Solidarity with the OPM”. 

London Rising Tide picket, UK - At a meeting concerning the Tangguh Liquefied 
Natural Gas (LNG) project in West Papua (Indonesia), a supremely dodgy 
development in which BP has a controlling stake (and British Gas a large holding). 
London Rising Tide held up their “Oil Fuels Climate Chaos” banner which had 
been modified to read “NGO’s Fuel Climate Chaos”. 

Home Visit at Freeport CEO’s house, USA - Activists with the West Papua 
Solidarity Group held a protest at Freeport-McMoRan CEO Richard Adkerson’s 
home. The demonstration called attention to Freeport McMoRan’s use of 
Indonesian military personnel, known for their human rights abuses, to guard its 
Grasberg Mine in West Papua. 

“Activists banged pots and pans, shook noisemakers and held signs for over 2 
hours outside Richard Adkerson's 1217 Burgundy St. residence. They also passed 
out over 150 leaflets explaining Freeport-McMoRan's mining operation and it's 
effects, as well as flyers with questions neighbours could ask Mr. Adkerson about 
West Papua and Freeport. 

Mr. Adkerson's neighbours seemed supportive and curious about our literature and 
even signed up to receive further announcements from West Papua Solidarity 
Group. Mr. Adkerson was not home at the time, and could not be reached for 
comment.” 

Prisoner Support - Over the last year Indonesian prison authorities have been 
lobbied, and Papuan political prisoners have received letters and cards on an 
ongoing basis. See the Prisoner Support section on the back page for more 
details. 


Food, Drugs, and People Smuggling: SSP’s Direct Aid Funds 


Perhaps the main thing people do as part of SSP is raise 
money to provide direct aid to struggling communities. 

In recent years merciless repression following 
demonstrations and acts of resistance have forced 
thousands of Papuans from their villages. During a 
previous wave of repression in 2002, many fled across the 
border to Papua New Guinea. In response, SSP delivered 
thousands of pounds worth of medical kits along with 
training in their use. Some of these kits were subsequently 
smuggled across the border to aid the evacuation of 
trauma victims. Since the last newsletter we have 
continued this work, with, among other things, nearly 
£1,000 worth of medical packs sent over in 2004. We 
have also helped strengthen the “underground rail-road” 
that smuggles Papuans over the border by sending £500 
needed for a vehicle. 

The flow of refugees over the border has now slowed and 
the main crisis situations have resulted in the “internal 
displacement” of thousands of people - especially around 
Puncak Jaya. As a result we have concentrated on getting 
food and medicine directly to those who need it in the 
conflict zones. In the last year we sent around £500 to 
trusted contacts inside West Papua. Oxford based “Free 
West Papua” campaign sent a similar amount. Together 
we provided emergency food to thousands; many of whom 
were facing starvation. We will continue to provide 
emergency aid when similar eruptions of resistance and 
repression happen - and happen they will. 

The Indonesian military seized some people in the villages 
following the Puncak Jaya attacks and have imprisoned 
them as OPM members. Whether they are tribal warriors 
resisting the incursions of industry or simply framed 


matters little to us. Money raised by US based SSP 
groups was sent to their families, both to help them 
through a difficult time and to buy food to be taken into 
Wamena prison. Jail food is meagre and in the past has 
been poisoned in an attempt to assassinate Papuan 
rebels. 

Less dramatically we continue to fund various publishing 
projects in West Papua, Java, and Vanuatu. We sent £500 
to the Papuan run “Foundation for Cultural and 
Environmental Conservation”. It used some of the money 
to produce thousands of copies of a cartoon style 
pamphlet that aims to bolster pride in traditional 
Melanesian society by contrasting it with the reality of life 
in the West. ( E.g. The autonomy of growing your own 
food on your own land, versus working for a boss). The 
instilling of cultural inferiority is carried out by 
Missionaries, Industry, State, and Development agencies. 
This pamphlet and other continuing projects, such as the 
distribution of the Papuan written “Just Leave Us 
Alone” (in both the Lani and Bahasa tribal languages), is a 
counter attack. West Papuans also produced a pro¬ 
resistance music CD. In the past Papuan music has been 
banned and Arnold Ap, it’s most famous musician, was 
murdered by the Army. 

Thanks largely to Santa Cruz SSP, a large number of 
anarchist and eco books, videos and magazines have 
been sent to groups who have requested them throughout 
the South Pacific. SSP in Britain has been occasionally 
sending over books and films to the AMP (Alliance of 
Papuan Students). 

See the articles on Bougainville and the Philippines for 
info on direct aid projects in these countries. 


Bougainville - Struggle and Speculation. 

In 1966 Rio Tinto Zinc opened the world’s largest 
copper mine on the small PNG island colony of 
Bougainville. Twenty three years later, after years of 
local opposition to the mine, a small group of 
Islanders stole company explosives and blew up 
supply and power lines, forcing the mine to shut. A 
10 year war began with the PNG Defence Force 
trying to secure the island to re-open the mine, and 
ended with a victory for the rebel Bougainville 
Revolutionary Army (BRA). 

It is now 7 years since the ceasefire, which officially 
ended the war on Bougainville, was signed. Much has 
changed since the end of the war, and with it the eight- 
year blockade enforced by the Papua New Guinea 
Defence Force, but whether the islanders are much 
closer to true independence is a matter for debate. 
Bougainvilleans have long been demanding their 
independence and while they now have an ‘Autonomous 
Government’ under PNG, the long-promised referendum 
on independence has yet to materialise. Unsurprising, 
when you consider the vast natural resources to be found 
under the rich rainforest canopy. Joseph Kabui, the man 
who led the BRA faction to make a ceasefire, is now 
president of the newly formed Autonomous Government. 
The copper mine, which was the cause of the uprising in 
1988, remains closed, but perhaps not for much longer. 
And now Francis Ona, the rebel leader who founded the 
BRA and fought for 25 years to keep the mine closed, is 
sadly dead. His death in July of this year, reported to be 
from malaria, undoubtedly leaves question marks over 
the future of the island. Market traders have bet $110 
million on his death smoothing the way to the resumption 
of mining, with shares climbing 18.95 % in one day. 
Spokespeople from Bougainville Copper, the RTZ 
subsidiary that ran the mine, have recently talked again 
about the possibility of the mine re-opening. 

Solidarity South Pacific has been engaged for some 
years in supporting those Bougainvilleans who are 
fighting to keep the mine closed. Over the last year 
especially, much of our activity has been directed towards 
establishing solidarity links and raising funds to support 
them. Medical equipment was sent to the island earlier 
this year and we received confirmation that it had been 
received inside the ‘No Go Zone’, the central area of the 
island, including the site of the mine, controlled by the 
MDF. Unfortunately, all other attempts to set up solidarity 
links, with a view to future support work, have met with 
failure. The result is that we are now not in a position to 
provide any aid to radicals in the area. 

However, no one should forget about Bougainville. In our 
opinion, the islanders' military victory over PNG, and the 
closing of the Panguna mine remains among the most 
inspiring events in modern history. We hope for the 
continuing success of resistance on Bougainville, and we 
hope to be able to support that resistance in the future. 


"I would like to thank you for this great assistance - the 
medical books and supplies - this will be very helpful in 

the treating of my 
people. I thank SSP - 
those of you who have 
been working hard and 
are with us from far 
away in Europe. Our 
people remain 
determined." 

Francis Ona, Founder 
of BRA and President 
of Mekamui Defence 
Force. June 2005. 



Patrolling The Philippines 

Land rights and Logging 

In our last newsletter we mentioned the Manobo people on the island of 
Mindanao. In 1998 the Manobo, through their organisation IBASMADC, 
put in a claim for the title to their ancestral lands under the Indigenous 
Peoples Rights Act. This act has been heavily criticized by various 
indigenous groups, and many Manobo are well aware of its faults and 
limitations. In this case however it has proved a useful tool and the 
Manobo were awarded their Certificate of Ancestral Domain Title in July 
2004. 

They also set up Protection Volunteer Groups (PVGs) to patrol the 
forest against illegal logging and re-plant denuded areas. There is no 
legal logging in this area and illegal logging can be a major problem. 
Preventing it can be dangerous work and armed intervention by the 
PVGs has been necessary in the past. The Manobo appealed for funds 
for the PVGs to provide training and equipment and to set up a 
biodiversity monitoring scheme in the area. Since then we were pleased 
to be able to send money for these purposes. We have since received 
word that the anti-logging patrols continue. 

Info Shops 

Various anarchist collectives in the Philippines have requested radical 
literature. Over the last few months large quantities of anarchist and eco 
books, videos and magazines have been sent, mainly by Santa Cruz 
SSP. Funds were also raised to help an anarchist collective in Manila 
set up an info-shop to hold ‘in one roof the FNB chapter in Manila, our 
info shop materials, and the local network of autonomous activists 
based locally’. 

Anti-mining Action 

In April 2004, Spanish activists demonstrated outside the Canadian 
embassy in Barcelona, in solidarity with the struggles against Canadian 
mining companies in Canatuan and Mindoro, Philippines, and 
recognising that the Canadian government is actively supporting these 
companies. A banner was hung across the entrance of the building, so 
people had to bend down to enter, leaflets were given out and walls fly- 
posted with information about the shooting of 4 people by the mining 
company TVI Pacific's private army. 


Fighting Monoculture in Papua New Guinea 

When the colonisers divided Papua into two, one half became West 
Papua and the other Papua New Guinea. Given that west Papuan 
rebels, and those fleeing persecution, often cross the border into PNG, 
and that PNG includes Bougainville within its territories, it is perhaps 
surprising that we have not had more connection with groups within this 
country. The fact that we have not can be partly explained by the lack of 
a high-profile, radical resistance within PNG, and by the fact that much 
international solidarity work takes place based on contacts made at least 
partly by chance. It just happens that we are not generally in contact 
with any likeminded organisation in PNG that could benefit from our 
intervention, in the way that we are with groups over the border. 

An exception to this situation occurred in 2004. Fresh from a major 
victory against the logging of primary forest, Alatou Environment, a 
coalition of local clans and environment groups, asked that we take 
action in support of their new campaign against the spread of oil palm 
plantations. In July of that year a ‘lightning demo’ was held outside the 
London offices of CDC. A banner was displayed reading ‘Plantations are 
Corporate Colonialism and Ecocide’ and the entrance doors were 
chained together. CDC is a UK government body that funds corporate 
expansion in what they see as the 'developing world'. Under a 
philanthropic cloak, CDC fund projects which transform land and 
relatively autonomous subsistence cultures into profit making resources 
for the global industrial system. Their slogan is 'Capital for development', 
but equally could be 'development for Capital'., For well over a decade 
CDC has been the major player in the expansion of oil palm plantations 
in Papua New Guinea. Wild, diverse, forest systems are cleared and 
replaced by ecologically sterile monocultures. Oil Palm, in Milne Bay 
Province especially , is now one of the greatest threats to forests and 
the peoples who live there. 

We have also responded to requests for radical literature to stock an 
info shop in PNG. This is a country where, thanks to established 
religion, it is almost impossible to find a book advocating evolution 
theory, never mind the overthrow of the state, and such literature gains 
a wide readership. All donations of cash or radical/eco books towards 
this are gratefully received. 













